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}T IS very late at night. The house, 
standing still and mysterious, contains 
secrets which are for the moment 
forbidden to the outsider. The En-
gineers' Ball is over; beautiful corsages 
lie in broken boxes, formals hang again 
in the closet, and "Cinderella's" slippers 
now are out of sight. Tired and happy 
girls snuggle between the cold sheets 
of the dormitory beds, to sleep, perhaps 
to dream. 
But look! One fair miss is stepping 
softly from her bed to the cold floor 
below. As she quietly slips from the 
frigid surroundings she gently shakes 
her best friend nearby who, startled, 
awakens and follows her. Safely in 
the hall, a briefly whispered sentence 
converts the sleepy friend into a wide-
awake personage. 
Bursting with delight, they hurry to 
the kitchen where important prepara-
tions will be made. At last the long 
anticipated moment has come and our 
coed taps the gong. She is ready to 
announce a "Five-Pound Party" to 
the girls in the house. 
Doors bang, girls shout and laugh , 
some search for bathrobes, others hunt 
desperately for bedroom slippers lost 
in the scramble. Let us stay and watch 
the party. Perhaps we shall never be 
noticed peering cautiously here from the 
corner. 
The color scheme is an unusual com-
bination and arrangement of the soro-
rity's colors. She has designed her own 
favors which distinctly add to the de-
corations. They are little net bags 
filled with candy and contain little 
cats on which are written the news 
of the engagement. In opening the 
little bags one lets "the cat out of the 
bag," so to speak and soon the secret 
is spread far over the campus. Ice 
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cream and cakes with the 
sorority and farternity in-
signia serv·~ as refresh-
ments. 
Best wishes are next in 
order and everyone whole-
heartedly indulges in ex-
tending sincere wishes of 
luck and happin~ss for the 
couple. 
To announce engage-
ments one may use any 
number of clever ideas. 
There is no limit to color 
schemes, decorations, or ways in which 
you give the party, no matter whether 
it is formal or informal. 
February seems to be the month when 
hearts are lighter, for spring is very 
near and a young man's fancy has 
turned to love. Cupid is very busy aim-
ing in the right direction and making 
a sure "hull's eye" every time. If you 
are one of these lucky ladies no doubt 
you are thinking right now of some 
interesting method by which you can 
announce your engagement. If so, let 
us offer you a few suggestions, some 
of which are brand new, and others 
which may be "doctored" up to present 
new ideas. 
A "Puzzle Announcement." At the 
close of the refreshments of the party 
a card and pencil are handed to each 
of those present, with instructions to 
solve the jumbled sentence written 
across the top of the former. It runs 
as follows: 
GINCNANNOU RET NAMEGEGENT 
FO REIJAMOR DAN KARFN 
The first to decipher the correct mean-
ing, "Announcing the engagement of 
Marjorie and Frank," receives some 
little gift as a reward. 
-!· 
A unique way of announcing an en-
gagement is to bring in a ribbon-decked 
"grip" filled with souvenirs in the form 
of miniature suitcases having tags on 
which is written: "A case worth looking 
into." Within are the cards of the en-
gaged pair. 
+ 
Present each guest with a long-stem-
med flower having a small, irregularly 
shaped piece of pink cardboard attached 
to the stem. These pieces of cardboard, 
when properly arranged and fitted to-
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gether, would "form an article of wear-
ing apparel" the hostess says. The guests 
are eager to solve the puzzle of course, 
but it will be some time before they 
succeed in fitting together the small 
irregular pieces. The completed article 
will be found to be a bridal slipper 
on which is written the announcement 
of the engagement. 
When the guests are seated at the 
table let them find at each plate a place-
card with a ring of the kind found in 
prize candy packages tied to it. These 
bits of jewelry when tried on and passed 
around for inspection will reveal that 
the one tied to the hostess' place card 
was no joke, but "an honest-to-good-
ness' solitaire. 
.•. 
After the refreshments are served have 
a friend of the hostess pass a basket 
of daisies made of heavy white paper. 
On the yellow center of each write 
"This daisy will tell," and the center 
should be so constructed as to be easily 
removed from the flower. Underneath 
write the surprising news of the en-
gagement. 
A most unusual form of announce-
ment was planned by a girl who invited 
her friends to a "Thimble Party." Be-
tween the last two courses of the lun-
cheon a soft chord was struck on the 
piano, followed by the "bugle call." 
As the echo died away there appeared 
in the doorway a tiny maid dressed as a 
herald. Over her shoulder was strung 
a big pink bag, from which she took 
a tiny scroll for each guest. The scrolls 
were r ibbon-bound and heart sealed. 
Upon being opened they were found to 
contain the following proclamation: 
"Know ye all, Whereas John, son of 
James, of the house of Barnes, and 
Mary, daughter of Henry, of the house 
of Gale, Having reached years of dis-
cretion and understanding, seek admis-
sion into the state of Matrimony. 
"I, Daniel Cupid, Governor of said 
State, hereby proclaim them candidates 
for such admission on or after June 1. 
"Written under my hand and seal 
on this seventh day of February." 
Daniel Cupid 
The seal of the letter was a huge red 
affair, bearing a small golden heart and 
February, 1938 
the words "State of Matrimony" around 
the edge. 
+ 
The centerpiece is made of lettuce, to-
matoes, beets, onions, and other vege-
tables placed on the table covered with 
pale green cellophane paper. Around 
the centerpiece is a wreath of smilax. 
The first course is a hot bouillon. On 
the side of the plate are two saltines 
tied together; these the guests separate 
and find a slip of paper which says: 
"Lettuce look further." If the second 
course is the meat course around the 
rolls which are placed on the table is 
another slip which says, "Lettuce wait 
a little longer," and so on until the 
dessert course is served. This is a par-
fait. Sticking on top of the parfait 
is a tiny roll of paper, which when open-
ed bears the names of the affianced pair. 
+ 
The Valentine tree rests in the center 
of this table which is covered with red 
cellophane paper and white tarlatan 
cloth. This little tree is decorated with 
paper hearts of every color. Large red 
cardboard hearts and Cupids are scat-
tered over the table. Just before the 
dessert course is served, the guests are 
asked to pick the hearts from the tree. 
Some of the hearts contain words, which 
when pieced together form the names 
of the prospective bride and groom. 
Another beautiful table can be ar-
ranged by covering it with dark blue 
Cfillophane paper. In front of each 
plate is a large silver star to be used 
as a doily. Smaller stars are under the 
goblets. The place-cards are silver stars, 
and stars of every size ar-e sprinkled 
over the table. The center-
piece is four large silver stars 
laced together with silver tulle 
to make a Jack Horner pie. 
The ribbons which are tied 
around the favors in the pie 
reach to the various places. 
The favors are little handker-
chiefs with the announcement 
of the engagement written 
with pencil in the c-enter of 
each handkerchief. 
In the center of this white 
covered table stands a large 
cardboard box decorated with 
pink crepe-paper and the 
word "Cupid" written on it. 
After the first course has been 
served, the guests are asked 
to look on the bottom of their 
nut cups, and follow the in-
structions th2y find written 
there. The directions are, 
"Take a letter from the mail-
box." This letter then con-
tains the message announcing 
the engagement. 
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Short but Sweet 
T HE SHORTEST month of the year, February, boasts of the most holi-
days. It is truly a mecca for the 
hostess to give pleasingly "different" 
parties. 
On Candlemas day February 2, Eu-
ropean suitors send white flowers to 
their sweethearts. The festival has re-
ligious signficance, and white signifies 
purity. An ingenious hostess may bor-
row this charming custom by planning 
a white party for the date. An attrac-
tive centerpiece for this is a circle of 
white candles in silver or white holders 
in the center of the table. Dishes and 
table linen should be white. 
Another not-so-well-known Febru-
ary holiday which may form the basis 
for novel entertainment is the birth-
day of Charles Dickens on February 
9. Such an event is best observed in 
the true English manner-a buffet sup-
per-on serving dishes of English china 
or pewter. The only decoration should 
be candles in silver or pewter holders. 
Lincoln's birthday seems to require 
realistic setting. A miniature log cabin, 
purchased or made of painted card-
board, can be surrounded by small 
green gumdrop trees, with a wood pile 
of twigs near-by. 
The ambitious hostess would enjoy 
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constructing a Lincoln's cabin out of 
cookie dough. Use a very stiff dough, 
such as is required for sugar cookies, 
and roll to one-fourth inch thickness. 
Cut six pieces the desired size, two for 
the front and back, two for the sides, 
and two for the roof. When these 
are baked they may be covered with 
a dark chocolate frosting to give the 
effect of logs and fastened together 
by covering the edges with a thick 
sugar and water sirup. 
Place the cabin in the center of the 
table, together with green gumdrop 
trees. 
A Lincoln's birthday entertainment 
is also an occasion for patriotic de-
corations. White candles in blue hold-
ers, and a blue bowl containing red and 
white carnations make an attractive 
formal centerpiece. 
On Valentine's Day, following soon 
after Lincoln's birthday, hearts rule 
the day. A miscellaneous scattering of 
hearts over a white cloth creates a 
gay atmosphere. The centerpiece for 
such a table might be a simple large 
red heart, or a nicely-dressed Pierrette 
doll. 
A dainty centerpiece may be ar-
ranged with two silver doves sur-
rounded by pink and white flowers on 
a mirror. Four pink candles 
in silver holders may be 
placed at the mirror's center. 
A Valentine thought sug-
gests an old-fashioned bou-
quet made of candy hearts 
for a centerpiece, with small-
er bouquets at the place of 
each guest. 
An inform a 1 Valentine 
luncheon, large paper doilies 
may be cut into heart shapes. 
Used in place of the usual 
luncheon doilies, they are at-
tractive either on the dark sur-
face of the table or mounted 
on red cardboard. 
Washington's birthday may 
be celebrated with a table 
set with a miniature spinning 
wheel in the center. From 
this streamers of yarn lead 
to place cards for each guest. 
Whatever the limit of bud-
get or time, there need be no 
limit to the possibilities for 
entertaining in February, the 
month of holidays. 
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